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1 . A thermal plastic expanded foam rectangular meat tray trimmed from 
a thermal plastic expanded foam web, comprising: 
a substantially rectangular bottom wall; 

side walls extending upward and outward from the bottom wall 
integrally interconnected -to each other at four corners; 

each of the side walls having an inclined lower section and an upper 
section that extends upward terminating in a lip that extends outward around the 

periphery of the tray; and 

the upper wall section having internal inclined corner surfaces 
extending upward and outward to the lip at Ihc four corners specifically provided 
to receive an Internal complementary mating comer alignment fixture to maintain 
the tray accurately aligned at the comers as the tray is being trimmed from the 
thermal plastic expanded foam web. 

2. The thermal plastic expanded foam rectangular meal tray as defined 
In claim 1 wherein the upper sections ol the side wails have inside reinforcing 
ribs formed therein in which the inclined comer surface* are indented into the 
ribs at the corners of the side walls. 


Received from < 5098383424 > at 3«/02 5:51 :44 PM [Eastern Standard Timel 


I 
1 


MAR-08-2002 14 = 54 FROM TD 4280918003*0023*1703 P. 07/10 

sariaiNa.oa&Ba.oaa 

8. The thermal plastic expanded foam rectangular meat tray as defined 
in claim 1 wherein at least one of the inclined corner surfaces extends upward 

and outward to the lip at a steep angle of between 94 degrees and 105 degrees 

i r» 

relative to the bottom wall. 

4. The thermal plastic expanded foam rectangular meat tray as defined 
in claim 1 wherein at least one of the inclined corner surfaces extends upward 
and outward to ihe lip at a steep angle of between 94 degrees and 100 degrees 
relative to the bottom wall. 

5. The thermal plastic expanded foam rectangular meat tray as defined 
in claim I wherein the lower sections of the side walla are inclined upward and 
outward at an angle of between 110 degrees and 140 dogrces relative to the 
bottom wall. 

6. The thermal plastic expanded foam rectangular meat tray as defined 
in claim I wherein at least one of the inclined corner surfaces is curved having 
an arc of greater than 90 degrees relative to a center of curvature. 

7. The thermal plastic expanded foam rectangular meat tray as defined 


in 


daim 1 wherein at least one of the Inclined corner surfaces la curved and 
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wherein the curved inclined comer surface extends upward and outward to the 
Jip at a steep angle of between 94 degrees and 105 degreee, 

8. The thermal plastic expanded foam rectangular meat tray as defined 
in claim t wherein the lower sections of the side walls are inclined upward and 
outward relative to the bottom wall al an inclined angle of between 110 degrees 
and 140 degrees and wherein at least one of the inclined comer surfaces Is 
curved and wherein the ourved inclined corner surface extends upward and 
outward to the lip at a steep angle of between 94 degrees and 105 degrees. 

9. The thermal plastic expanded foam rectangular meat tray as defined 
In claim 1 wherein the upper section ot the side walls has inside wall surfaces 
Lhat are ribbed and extend upward and outward between the lower section and 
the lip at an inclined angle relative to the bottom wall of between 110 and 140 
degrees. 

10. The thermal plastic expanded foam rectangular meat tray as defined 
in claim 1 wherein the corner surfaces are conical shaped having a steep angle 
of between 94 and 105 degrees relative to the bottom wall. 
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